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SAMPLE OP-ED - (Approx. 730 words)

TITLE:  A Vote for Travel is a Vote for _________ [Insert City/Town Name]
By: ________________ 

[NAME OF ORGANIZATION’S CHAIRPERSON OR DIRECTOR]

2012 will be a historic election year. Despite the partisan politics, there should be one issue on which we all can agree: We need to get America moving. 
I can think of no better way to do this than through the power of travel. 
This week is National Travel and Tourism Work, and we are celebrating the occasion by showcasing the impact of the U.S. travel industry and its ability to jumpstart our economy. 
Travel and tourism is one of America’s largest industries, contributing $1.8 trillion to our economy and supporting 14 million American jobs. In 2010, it delivered $118 billion in tax revenues. In fact, without travel and tourism’s contribution to the tax base, each household would be taxed an additional $1,000 per year. 
Travel’s impact is significant and growing. It can drive our nation’s economic recovery – which is why we need to urge our elected officials and our fellow Americans to “Vote Travel” this election season. 

A vote for travel means you support America’s recovery and resurgence as a nation. A vote for travel means you support the jobs and businesses that depend on tourism, across the country and right here in our community. 
Consider the impact that thousands of leisure and business travelers create on our city’s hoteliers, restaurateurs, retailers, museums and countless other businesses. INSERT LOCAL IMPACT STATEMENT. 

Given this economic importance, travel should be easy and accessible. But as anyone who has recently flown knows, air travel headaches and hassles are seemingly unavoidable. Airport security is inefficient and invasive; flights are often delayed or canceled. And the challenges involved in getting a tourist visa are deterring millions of international visitors from coming to the U.S., which hurts our national economy and global competitiveness.
Here are two ways to ease current travel hassles and to allow one of our strongest economic industries to help America get back on track:

Reduce Air Travel Hassle
Current airport security policy takes an inefficient one-size-fits-all approach, and it’s discouraging many Americans from flying. 

But security and efficiency do not have to be mutually exclusive. We can keep people safe while reducing the hassles of air travel. 
Last year, the U.S. Travel Association proposed a solution: implement a trusted traveler program, which would allow passengers with trusted traveler status to utilize a separate, more efficient screening lane and would undergo less physical screening before boarding an airplane.  TSA heard the call for reform and implemented its pilot PreCheck program in July. 

While PreCheck is a step in the right direction, a truly trusted traveler program should not just be an enhancement to elite frequent flyer programs, but focus on expanding program enrollment to average American travelers. TSA recently announced it is introducing PreCheck in 28 more of the busiest U.S. airports this year, which is welcome news and a sign of more improvement to come.
According to U.S. Travel, fewer security hassles would encourage the average traveler to take two to three more trips per year, which would add nearly $85 billion to the economy and create 880,000 jobs. 

Create Smarter Visa Policy 
Earlier this year, President Obama declared to the world that America was “open for business” and announced an executive order to reduce the amount of time that it takes for international travelers to get visas to visit the U.S. – a momentous occasion for the tourism industry and the American economy.  
Between 2000 and 2010, international visitor numbers have essentially flat-lined for the U.S., largely due to the lengthy and cumbersome visa application process for non-Visa Waiver Program countries, such as high-spending emerging markets like Brazil, China and India.  
Overseas visitors pump money into our economy – $4,000 per visitor on average. But with the uncertainty, expense and delay surrounding our visa process, many decide simply to go elsewhere – and they take their checkbooks with them. 

By enacting smarter visa policy, we can make the process more efficient and more respectful of travelers who want to visit the U.S. And by welcoming more international visitors, the U.S. can add $859 billion in economic stimulus and create 1.3 million new jobs by 2020 at no cost to the American taxpayers. 
Let’s use National Travel and Tourism Week as an occasion to urge our local leaders and elected officials to ensure that the bipartisan travel industry can thrive. Let’s unite to Vote Travel, because with a vote for travel, everyone wins. 
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